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EXECUTIVE
SUMMARY
This document sets out a holistic vision for 
the future of Digbeth, setting a careful but 
transformative approach to the growth and 
change of an important neighbourhood in 
Birmingham. 

The historic engine of the city, Digbeth is 
a creative hub and an industrious place, 
with its heritage rooted in making and 
trade. With HS2 Curzon Street station works 
underway and the universities cluster 
emerging to the north, the Digbeth Vision 
comes at an important time.

Commissioned by three key landowners, 
the Gooch Estate, Oval Real Estate and 
Homes England, the vision process has 
crafted a shared aspiration for Digbeth. 
Shaped by the neighbourhood’s vibrant 
communities, through stakeholder 
conversations, workshops and public 
exhibitions, the vision comprises:

The four objectives are grounded in 
valuing what already makes Digbeth 
so special, balancing production and 
consumption and endorsing a policy of  
‘selective intervention’ rather than replace. 
Encouraging integration, enhancing 
character, industrious energy and resilient 
evolution, Digbeth will continue to thrive.

These objectives are embedded into the Big 
Ideas and Interventions, set into context 
through a number of character areas, 
making sure every part of Digbeth has a 
role to play.

Together this sets the scene and provides 
a strategic approach to guide investment 
and change. Revitalising Digbeth’s rich 
mix of historic buildings; re-imagining 
the Duddeston and Bordesley Viaducts; 
reconnecting with the canals and River 
Rea; making Digbeth a resilient place to 
live as well as work; and a commitment to 
continued working with the community, 
just to name a few.

The vision is a roadmap for change and 
a tool for the continued and evolving 
conversation about Digbeth’s future.
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THE VISION
Digbeth is a historic neighbourhood 

of Birmingham with its heritage 

rooted in trade, industry and craft and 

making. It is now a creative hub of the 

city and home to a rich array of small 

businesses and activities, though its 

future is at a critical point.

With HS2 Curzon Street station works 

underway and the universities cluster 

emerging to the north, Digbeth is 

facing new pressures for growth and 

change.

The vision has been prepared jointly 

between three key landowners, 

local stakeholders and the vibrant 

organisations and communities of 

Digbeth that make it such a special 

and unique place.

A shared vision, it is a statement of 

intent to guide development and 

investment. The vision will help 

ensure Digbeth’s character, energy 

and diversity continue to defi ne the 

area and its future during this period 

of transition.

The vision is structured into three 

parts; objectives, big ideas and 

interventions. Not meant to be 

exhaustive or exclusive, but rather 

a roadmap to guide investment 

and a tool to continue the ongoing 

conversation around Digbeth’s future.

DIGBETH
VISION
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Stitch Digbeth into the surrounding 
areas, both physically and through 
social and economic relationships

Celebrate Digbeth's industrial heritage and 

contemporary culture. Keep its spirit and 

maintain its diff erence from the city centre

Tap into Digbeth's energy and industriousness, and make it a neighbourhood where people can live as well as work

Make positive change now, and guide 

investment in the long term that delivers 

growth and safeguards existing communities

Integrate
Digbeth

Characterful 
Digbeth

Evolving
Digbeth

Industrious
Digbeth
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BIRD’S EYE VIEW BIRD’S EYE VIEW 
OF DIGBETHOF DIGBETH

Digbeth is a vibrant 
neighbourhood with many 

unsung assets and activities 
behind closed doors. The vision 

is to strengthen these assets 
and activities at core clusters 

including around Typhoo Wharf; 
the Custard Factory; Fazeley and 

The Bond; the Plateaus; 
and Adderley Street;

Digbeth will better 
integrate with the 

City Centre and forge 
connections with HS2 
Curzon Street Station

New public transport 
improvements will draw 

people into Digbeth, 
helping to showcase the 

industrious activities 
happening everyday
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The Bordesley Arches 
and Canalside will 

both be celebrated and 
become spines of interest 

and activity, drawing 
people into Digbeth and 
uncovering its heritage

Digbeth will take a 
long term approach to 

growth and change, 
with a policy of 

‘selective intervention’ 
rather than replace
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DIGBETH OVER TIME
Digbeth’s history is rooted in its 
proximity to the City Centre, its 
supply of water from the River Rea, 
and its access to canals and railways. 

It has a rich heritage as a riverside 
medieval settlement, evolving into 
an industrial force at the cradle of the 
industrial revolution. 

Evoluti on of the Bond Company

Evoluti on of the Custard Factory

The opening of the Grand Union 
Canal and Digbeth Branch Canal, 
along with the arrival of the 
railways, quickened the pace of 
housing, commercial and industrial 
development in the area. Various 
notable companies such as W.J. Wild, 
Typhoo Tea and Bird’s made their 
mark here. 

1. St Martin’s Church Grade II* listed
2. Guildhall of St John (now Old 

Crown Pub)
3. High Street Deritend
4. Coventry Street
5. Corner of Floodgate Street

and River Street 
6. River Rea

Railway tracks
Conservation Area

Hersum Ditch
Medieval street
Existing street

Waterway

Urban block

Digbeth Grid

Digbeth Irregular Grid

Digbeth Plateaus

Digbeth Lowlands

City Centre

HS2 Curzon 
Street Station

Garrison 
Park

Kingston Hill 
Local Park

Digbeth 
Grid

Digbeth 
Irregular GridSmithfi eld

Deritend & Highgate

01 04

03 02

05

06

Digbeth 
Plateaus

Digbeth 
Lowlands

Evoluti on of the Typhoo Factory
Digbeth Digbeth Digbeth Digbeth 
LowlandsLowlandsLowlandsLowlandsLowlandsLowlands

Evoluti on of the Typhoo Factory
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1837-75
Birmingham Gas Light & 
Coke Company build gas 

works just off Fazeley Street

1890
Headquarters of Fellows, 

Morton and Clayton

1897
Tansleys Ice

 Manufacturers occupy 
the former Icehouse

1949
FMC go into liquidation- 

New Warwick Wharf is used 
as a bonded 

warehouse for the 
customs house

C. 20th
HP Sauce use the site for 

warehousing

1988
The Bond Company 

acquire the site

1837
Alfred Bird invents 
egg-free custard 

Early 1900s
The Custard Factory is 

built in Digbeth

Mid 1900s
Over 1000 people are 
employed within the 

factory

1964
Rationing impacts 

sales and Bird's Cus-
tard moves to the Kraft 

plant in Banbury

1988
Bennie Gray acquires 
the derelict factory 

and begins 
renovations

1993
The first phase of the 
Custard Factory sells 
out before it is fully 

complete

1903
John Sumner Jr  

launches Typhoo tea

Early 1900s
The Typhoo Factory is 

built in Digbeth

Mid 1900s
Building repaired follow-

ing damage in WW2

Late 1970s
Tea production ceases 

Late 1900s
The factory has temporary 
uses and becomes vacant 

in 1999
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WHAT MAKES 
DIGBETH...
WHAT MAKES 

10

WHAT MAKES 
DIGBETH...

In the last 20 years this historic site 
has experienced an industrious 
evolution of another kind: in design, 
makers, art, tech, innovation, music, 
fi lm production, creativity, gaming, 
education. 

Today, a diverse community of 
driven businesses - a mix of small 
independents and larger companies, 
but of like-minded creative people 
– are interested in and value the 
synergy that can happen from 
working in the same place alongside 
each other.  From this creative spirit 
emerges innovation and happenings, 
creating a tapestry of energy and 
progress. These qualities represent 
the essence of what makes Digbeth’s 
character diff erent.

Digbeth’s history is visible today in 
its buildings and its streets - layered 
over time. The surviving historic built 
fabric refl ects the area’s industrial 
heritage and relatively recent history 
as an inner-city community. 

Former churches, schools, pubs and 
community buildings today survive 
in isolation without the densely 
populated court housing that was 
once characteristic of this area. These 
buildings are contrasted with the 
impressive viaduct structures and 
waterways that carve through the 
urban landscape, creating distinct 
street patterns, laneways and 
courtyards.
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CHARACTERCHARACTER

PEOPLEPEOPLE

ENERGYENERGY

Digbeth’s urban fabric is 
composed of many elements 
that defi ne its built character. 
The repetition of elements,  
silhouettes of industrial 
chimneys, cast material palette 
and the geometry of pitched 
roofs and bullseye windows. 

The crafters, the tech heads, the 
artists, the curators, the digital 
wizards, the carpenters, the 
charity workers, the engineers, 
the entrepreneurs, the business 
owners, the weekday ravers and the 
weekend brunchers. These are the 
tribes that make Digbeth so special.

As an industrious neighbourhood, Digbeth always 
has and always will be a hotbed for innovation. 
Behind the warehouse doors, the workshops, 
studios, offi  ces and yards lay witness to Digbeth’s 
everyday energy and experimentation.
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15 m
inutes w
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10 m
inutes w

alk

5 minutes walkSTRATEGIC 
OPPORTUNITY
Digbeth is surrounded by a number of 
significant areas of change that represent 
an ongoing and unprecedented 
transformation of the wider area around 
Digbeth.  Investment includes large 
infrastructure projects, masterplanned 
areas of regeneration and major new 
development along the High Street. 
Emerging developments include: 
HS2 Curzon Street Station, Smithfield; 
expansion of Moor Street Station, Metro 
Extension, Sprint Bus Link and Digbeth 
High Street development (including 
Connaught Square, Lunar Rise, Bullring 
Trading Estate and Beorma). 

The opportunity is for Digbeth to 
be a well-connected, inner city 
neighbourhood that continues to thrive 
for industry, creativity and innovation. The 
area will need to respond to the changing 
context through the intensification 
of development and activity, and the 
introduction of a residential community 
- to work, live and socialise. Digbeth 
deserves a special policy for a unique 
place and a Supplementary Planning 
Guidance (SPG) for the area is currently 
being drafted by the Council. 

Proposed metro extension route, Transport for West 
Midlands

Visualisation of the Smithfield masterplan, Birmingham 
City Council and Lendlease

Proposed sprint bus route, Transport for West Midlands

Visualisation of Beorma Quarter, High Street development

Visualisation of Connaught Square, Seven Capital 

Expansion of Moor Street StationHS2 Curzon Street Station, High Speed 2

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

M

Extended study area

Digbeth Coach Station

Sprint bus routes

Big City Plan proposed public spaces

Digbeth study area

Train station

Metro extension / stop

KEY
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1
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Digbeth’s greatest asset is its diversity 
and the vision has been informed 
by stakeholder and community 
engagement at key points in the 
project. Stakeholder interviews; a 
stakeholder workshop; and a touring 
public exhibition has helped  forge a 
shared vision for Digbeth and started 
the ongoing conversation about how 
best to shape it’s future.

The following pages provide an 
overview of the engagement 
undertaken. For full details of the 
engagement process, please see the 
separate appendix document.

Overview of engagement
The engagement process was 
broadly organised into three activity 
periods including:

• Stakeholder conversations
October - November 2018

• Stakeholder workshop
December 2019

• Public exhibition
February 2019

Stakeholder conversations
The conversations allowed us to gain 
an informal understanding of the 
opportunities and challenges facing 
Digbeth, alongside concerns and 
aspirations of local people who know 
the area well.

Undertaken by phone call and in-
person, the conversations played an 
important complementary role to 
our baseline analysis.

Stakeholder workshop
In mid-December 2018 we hosted an 
invited workshop at Fazeley Studios 
to share our baseline analysis with 
local stakeholders.

The workshop allowed us to present 
our fi ndings and facilitate meaningful 
discussion in order to gap-fi ll,  distil 
ideas and provide a sense check on 
the direction of travel.

In total, approximately 60 people 
attended the event, completing 6 
worksheets.

Public exhibition
In February 2019 a public exhibition 
toured three venues around Digbeth 
over a three-week period, including 
the Custard Factory, Fazeley Studios 
and Friends of the Earth.

The exhibition used a series of 
highly graphic exhibition boards 
displayed on locally-constructed 
timber frames. The boards set out 
the four objectives, 10 Big Ideas, six 
Interventions and Spatial Framework 
comprising the vision.

Feedback was sourced through fun 
and engaging means, including 
an interactive writing wall; a sticky 
dots interventions map; a quick 
comment form; and the Digbeth 
Hotline. The Digbeth Hotline was a 
dedicated hotline for those visiting 
the exhibition to leave a voicemail 
detailing their feedback.

The exhibition was publicised by 
7,500 fl yers delivered across Digbeth 
and the wider city area. 

14

October - November 2018
• Stakeholder workshop

December 2019
• Public exhibition

February 2019

In February 2019 a public exhibition 
toured three venues around Digbeth 

ENGAGEMENT 
SO FAR



15Photographs from the stakeholder workshop and public exhibition
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1

Revitalise the 
viaducts
Open-up the double-height Bordesley 
Viaduct, with workshops, shops, 
restaurants and cafés in the arches.

Establish a network of connected 
spaces alongside and joined by this 
route – a ‘low line’ using bespoke 
signage to lead people through the 
area.

Enhance the Duddeston Viaduct as a 
green high line for the city, used by 
cyclists and pedestrians and home to 
native species and fl owers, bringing 
nature into Digbeth.

Actively engage with the viaducts that 
will connect into HS2, ensuring good 
lighting, wide pavements and cycle 
paths that are fronted by development.

10 BIG IDEAS

Open-up the double-height Bordesley 
workshops, shops, 

restaurants and cafés in the arches

a network of connected 
 alongside and joined by this 

1 that are fronted by development.

16

10 BIG IDEAS

green high line for the city
cyclists and pedestrians and home to 
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22

Increase use 
and intensity
Increase the intensity of uses and 
density of Digbeth, transforming 
empty plots, parking lots and 
appropriate buildings.

Reveal the activity and energy in 
the neighbourhood through events 
and active use of yards and spaces.

Make Digbeth a place to live, with 
high quality homes, local shops, 
leisure and community uses, and 
growing spaces.

Promote creative, science and tech 
anchors for Digbeth and retain 
independents, ensuring a presence 
for these in future.

Layer compatible uses such as 
shops, artists’ spaces, homes and 
offi  ces; or workspace and nightclubs; 
exploring innovative typologies to 
support this.

 intensity of uses and 
of Digbeth, transforming 

empty plots, parking lots and 
appropriate buildings.

Reveal the activity and energy
the neighbourhood through events 

active use of yards and spaces.

Make Digbeth a place to live, with 
high quality homes, local shops, 
leisure and community uses, and 
growing spaces.

Promote creative, science and tech
anchors for Digbeth and 
independents, ensuring a presence 
for these in future.
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Engage with Digbeth's 
community to understand 
what works, what doesn't, and 
aspirations for how the area can 
improve.

Retain Digbeth's 'rich mix': 
explore a policy of ‘selective 
intervention’ rather than 
‘replace’ in terms of uses and 
activities in Digbeth to promote 
continuity in Digbeth’s energy .

Seek to retain valuable uses if 
existing spaces are redeveloped. 
Consider phasing and delivery of 
sites to minimise disruption to 
businesses.

Look into covenants or enforce 
‘agent of change’ investment to 
protect existing uses such as 
music venues.

Explore ways in which existing 
Digbeth occupiers can be 
involved in local projects to 
make positive change now.

1. Millennium Point
2. Birmingham City  

University
3.  Friends of the Earth
4.  Steamhouse
5.  Typhoo Factory
6.  Ace Autos
7.  Junction Works
8.  Minerva Works

9.  Fazeley Studios
10.  Rea Studios
11.  Eastside Projects
12.  Digbeth Dining Club
13.  The Old Crown
14.  Custard Factory
15.  Junction 11
16.  The Institute

Working with 
Digbeth’s community 
and creativity

18

3

1

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

13

14

15

16
12

2

3333
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Nurture the 
waterways
Highlight the waterways as 
walking and cycling routes 
through signage and wayfi nding, 
extending the River Rea cycle 
path into Digbeth and on to the 
city centre.

Protect and enhance the 
informal natural environments 
along the Canal and River Rea, 
particularly behind the Proof 
House and at the point the Canal 
crosses the River Rea.

Create places and spaces 
fronting the canal, particularly 
at meeting points between 
the waterways and viaducts, 
establishing destinations in 
their own right.

Including but not limited to:
- By Typhoo Wharf
- On Floodgate Street
- By Bradford Street
- Behind Junction Works

Explore how to establish low 
level lighting to change the 
perception of canal paths as 
safe and ecologically protected 
routes.

44
level lighting
perception of canal paths as 
safe and ecologically
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5
Keep Digbeth diff erent from the 
city centre, allowing its distinctive 
townscape and messy energy to be 
a contrast to the centre.

Defi ne four core character areas: the 
regular grid around Typhoo Wharf; 
irregular grid around the Custard 

Factory, the sparse and wild Digbeth 
Plateaus; and Digbeth Lowlands 
running beside the canal and ring 
road.

Reinforce key attributes such as 
the fi ne grain of buildings and 
spaces, changing street pattern and 
greenery along the canal.

Strengthen relationships and 
connections with Highgate and 
Deritend, consider change in 
Digbeth with these places in mind.

5
Keep Digbeth diff erent from the 
city centre, allowing its 
townscape and messy energy 
a contrast to the centre.

Defi ne four core character areas: the 
 around Typhoo Wharf; 

 around the Custard 

Defi ne character 
areas

Ty

phoo Wharf

Dig

beth Institute
Fo

rm

er ChapelDigbeth Branch Canal

Custardd FFaaaccccttooryy
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66
Invest in and refurbish Listed 
buildings,  framing views of stand-
out buildings.

Appreciate the everyday historic 
buildings, for their group value 
and their role in Digbeth’s distinctive 
grain and character.

Respond to Digbeth’s historic 
character where new buildings 
are developed, in terms of colour 
palette, materials, rhythm, scale 
and massing, detailing.

Retain and respond to Digbeth’s rich 
surfaces and textures, its materials 
and details such as street cobbles, 
carvings, ghost signage and doors.

Celebrate Digbeth’s ‘contemporary 
heritage’ such as street art and 
creative activities.

We will not sanitise Digbeth. We 
will learn from successful, organic 
change elsewhere.

Invest in and refurbish Listed 
buildings,  framing views of stand-

Appreciate 
Digbeth’s heritage
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Th
e 

Bullring and City Centre

H
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urzon Street Station
M

ill
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nium Point and universities

Garrison Park

Kin

gston Hill Local Park

Derit
end and Highgate

Bi
rm

ingham Coach Station

7

Unlock key 
connections
Work with HS2 and Birmingham City 
Council to maximise links north to 
Curzon Station and the universities.

Improve the legibility to and from the 
city centre, particularly key routes for 
walking and cycling.

Reconnect north and south Digbeth 
through at-grade pedestrian crossings 
and clustering shops and places at 
metro stops.

Create a well connected 
neighbourhood of homes and 
green space on the Digbeth Plateaus 
through new roads and footbridges.

Forge and improve connections to 
neighbourhoods and parks in the 
east of the city, including Garrison 
Lane Park and Kingston Hill local park.
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Birmingham 
City Council

Oval Real
Estate

The Gooch 
Estate

Homes
England

Local 
organisations Stakeholders

HS2 Universities

8Active 
stewardship
Seek to retain independent 
businesses within Digbeth and 
explore methods of securing aff ordable 
workspace.

Bring positive change now, with pop-
up activities, short term tenants for 
vacant buildings and local public 
space interventions.

Aim to minimise disruption to local 
businesses by identifying alternative 
space for valuable uses when sites are 
redeveloped.

Curate the types of uses on sites, so 
these complement one another and 
provide a balanced off er.

Work with Birmingham City Council to 
create a low-carbon, environmentally 
sustainable neighbourhood.

At a time of dramatic change, plan for 
an independently successful future 
Digbeth.

Allow and encourage organic growth, 
nurturing Digbeth’s DIY approach.
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9
A variegated 
roofl ine
Preserve and frame key views of 
existing roofl ine elements by stripping 
away poor quality additions that 
clutter views of these.

Explore opportunities for height in 
appropriate locations to enhance the 
roofl ine and aid legibility.

Careful design of roofscapes for all 
new buildings, to ensure these enhance 
the roofl ine rather than degrade this.

Maintain Custard Factory and Typhoo 
Wharf as dominant buildings and places 
in Digbeth.

Actively respond to and comment on 
proposals elsewhere in the city that will 
have an impact on direct views from 
Digbeth.

24

 as dominant buildings and places  as dominant buildings and places 

respond to and comment on respond to and comment on 
 elsewhere in the city that will  elsewhere in the city that will 

have an impact on direct views from have an impact on direct views from 



25

Lo
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e most of Digbeth’s yards

10A clear 
network of 
streets and 
spaces
Focus workspace and shops at key 
areas and fronting main routes, 
whilst supporting ‘discovered’ 
activity along smaller lanes.

Create a more pedestrian 
and cycle-friendly place by 
consolidating car parking, 
improving and widening 
pavements, introducing cycle 
lanes and secure storage.

Make better use of Digbeth’s 
yards, activating these with events 
and maintaining them when 
refurbishing buildings.

Build on the existing street 
grain and create more direct 
connections where possible.

Lighting and creative wayfi nding 
to improve legibility - work with 
Digbeth’s community on this. 

Managing and maintaining 
these public spaces will be a core 
requirement.requirement.

lanes and secure storage.

Make better use of Digbeth’s
yards, activating these with 
and maintaining them when 
refurbishing buildings.

Build on the existing street 
grain and create more direct 
connections where possible.

Lighting and creative wayfi nding 
to improve legibility - work with 
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SPATIAL 
FRAMEWORK
The plan opposite represents a 
spatial framework for growth in 
Digbeth, mapping out the emerging 
developments along High Street 
Deritend, the Smithfi eld masterplan 
and HS2 Curzon Street station. The 
framework identifi es important 
heritage assets, including listed 
buildings and landmark buildings. 
The proposed metro extension and 
sprint bus routes have been mapped, 
highlighting new public transport 
corridors.

With aspirations to make Digbeth a 
more walkable place, the framework 
identifi es key pedestrian routes, 
proposed public space, opening up 
Bordesley Viaduct and the creation of 
the green elevated route along the 
Duddeston Viaduct.

New development will play a key 
role in Digbeth’s growth, particularly 
in areas less contained by heritage 
assets and with greater capacity for 
transformation.

Metro Stop

Local Landmark

Public transport corridor

Key Landmark

Sprint Bus Stop

Landmark Building

Main pedestrian routes

Key building frontages

Potential new routes - indicative

Extended study area

Indicative suggested public spaces

Public green space / 
principle of new pocket parks

River Rea and canals

Digbeth study area

Locally Listed Building

Statutory Listed Building

Vacant plots, car parks and yards

Urban blocks with 
new and existing buildings

Activated viaducts ‘low line’

In general, early phases of 
investment and development could 
be concentrated on vacant plots 
along key streets that will benefi t 
from becoming movement corridors 
e.g. New Canal Street, Bordesley 
Street and Fazeley Street.
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Moor Street 
Station

The Bull 
Ring

Smithfi eld

Deritend

HS2 Curzon 
Street Station

Knowledge 
Quarter

Garrison Park

Highgate
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6 INTERVENTIONS
Intervention locations proposed by 
the public at the exhibitions

Interventions

• Pedestrian crossing
• Street lighting
• Transforming car parks
• Wayfi nding
• Activating derelict buildings
• Pocket parks

Pedestrian crossing and 
wayfi nding cluster
Street lighting and wayfi nding 
cluster
Transforming car parks
Statutory / Locally Listed buildings
Green routes
Street lighting routes

Key

The following series 
of interventions aim 
to address specifi c 
areas of public realm 
improvement with 
immediate and long-
term benefi ts. These are 
conceived as a family 
or a toolkit that can 
be integrated across 
Digbeth, bringing unity 
and identity to the 
streets and spaces. The 
locations in the plan 
below were identifi ed by 
the Digbeth community 
during the exhibition.
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01 Existing road surface retained
02 Potential for raised crossing
03 Playful coloured pedestrian crossings
04 Clear demarcation for crossing areas
05 Footpath material improvements

Pedestrian crossings
At-grade pedestrian crossings on key 
routes to make Digbeth easier and 
safer to walk around. Creative and 
fun crossings can be located in areas 
with better air quality, to improve 
health and well-being of users.

Wayfinding
Wayfinding through Digbeth will 
help make it easier to navigate 
around, for both newcomers and 
those who know the area well. 
Bespoke approaches to signage, 
mapping and lighting will reflect 
Digbeth’s individual character and 
could be developed in collaboration 
with the local creative community.

Bespoke w
ayfinding

Pedestri
an cro

ssings

01 Industrial surface materials retained 
02 Wayfinding totems with industrial aesthetic
03 Improved building signage
04 Improved neighbourhood signage
05 Large scale 'you are here' maps
06 Fold out maps with a calender of what is happening 

in Digbeth.
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01

02

02

03

03

04

05

05

04

06
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01 Temporary lighting fixture on buildings with no 
evening activity

02 Lighting  wash on facade of buildings 
03 Hanging strip lighting between buildings with 

evening activity 
04 Underpasses and viaducts playfully lit 

01 Natural surfacing
02 Raised planters and allotment beds
03 Potted plants
04 Areas for sitting, socialising and eating
05 Pole structure for lighting, canopies or bunting.

Lighting
Street lighting along important 
pedestrian routes and spaces will 
help Digbeth feel safer to explore. 
Festoon-style lighting, as already 
experienced on Floodgate Street, can 
be used along streets, alongside fun 
and colourful installations used in 
underpasses.

Pocket parks
Digbeth is a hard, gritty urban 
environment with a lack of accessible 
greenery, other than that lining the 
canals and River Rea. Introducing 
pocket parks will bring people in 
Digbeth into everyday contact with 
nature, transforming vacant plots 
and providing valuable public space.

Stre
et li

ghtin
g

Cre
atin

g pocket p
ark
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01 Temporary activity within empty or derelict buildings
02 Temporary furniture to encourage activity around 

empty buildings
03 Temporary planting to help activate exterior spaces
04 Existing surface materials retained

01

02

03

04

01 Bollards closing road to experience car free 
environment

02 Existing parallel parking 
03 Existing road access
04 Programme of events utilising car free streets

Transforming car parks
Digbeth has a large number of 
vacant plots and surface car parks, 
which creates a car-dominant 
environment. Shifting emphasis to 
people, these are blank canvases 
that could be transformed for public 
space, markets and performance 
space as meanwhile uses.

Activating derelict 
buildings
Digbeth has a wealth of derelict and 
vacant buildings which, with some 
investment, could be transformed in 
the interim and play host to a range 
of events and activities. Breathing 
new life into these historic buildings 
will help intensify activity and retain 
Digbeth’s industrial character.
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BUILDING TYPES

High density building with shops and commercial 
uses at ground floor and homes above

Mid density building with light industrial 
space at ground floor and office space above

Mid density building with light industrial 
space at ground floor and homes above

Mid density building with homes throughout

Mid density building with shops and commercial 
uses at ground floor and office space above

Low density building with light industrial at 
ground floor and homes above

Examples of new building typologies that 
respond to the character and evolution of 
the Digbeth neighbourhood. These will add 
to Digbeth’s existing building types.
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A TYPICAL URBAN BLOCK 

New development should return 
intensity of use to the streets; 
respond to character and urban 
grain; repair the urban structure of 
vacant plots; and take a sensitive 
approach to avoid suffocating the 
character of Digbeth.
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CHARACTER AREAS
BORDESLEY 
VIADUCT
Digbeth’s direct connection to the 
city centre, via Bordesley Street and 
Shaw’s Passage, and a spine of historic 
character and creativity that runs 
through the neighbourhood. Arches 
are brought into active use, with a 
continuous, meandering pedestrian 
route running alongside and through 
these. Historic buildings are retained 
and reused with new homes and 
workspaces that respond to these.

Key priorities and investment
- Public realm investment in Shaw’s 

Passage as a key pedestrian entrance 
to Digbeth, including an improved 
relationship with the community 
garden and service only vehicle 
access.

- Strengthened connectivity to Moor 
Street Station via Shaw’s Passage.

- A positive relationship with 
Paternoster Place, and possible taxi 
rank

- Active use of rail arches and public 
realm investment alongside these, to 
create a ‘low line’

Made by many hands over many years, 
Digbeth is a pattern book of diff erent textures, 
buildings, places and spaces. These character 
areas are defi ned by key attributes such as 
the Bordesley Viaduct and the River Rea 
and should be used to inform development, 
helping to reinforce local distinctiveness, 
improve legibility and create a shared 
understanding of Digbeth’s many roles.

High Street 
Deritend

Typhoo 
Wharf

Bordesley 
Viaduct

Viaduct 
Triangle

Adderley 
Street

Custard 
Factory

River 
Rea

Canalside
Plateaus
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CUSTARD 
FACTORY
A cluster of creative workspaces and 
businesses hang off  the main north-
south pedestrian spine that connects 
the High Street to the Canal. Streets and 
lanes are framed by the large apertures 
of the Bordesley Viaduct, where there is 
an opportunity for the public realm to 
extend into the arches. The arches host 
events, activities and infi lled spaces, taking 
advantage of their shelter and grandeur. 
This area is also characterised by the Custard 
Factory itself, a fl atted factory with gridded 
uniformity and crittall windows, set behind 
the fi ner grain, red brick, high-street frontage.

Key priorities and investment
- Public realm investment along Floodgate 

Street and Bordesley Viaduct to improve 
pedestrian movement.

- Celebrate the viaducts with active and 
playful uses

- Intensifi cation of buildings and workspace 
uses in and around the Custard Factory and 
Wild’s buildings

- Activate Floodgate Street with existing and 
new businesses that address the street.
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TYPHOO WHARF
A cluster of activity and energy in Digbeth, 
anchored by the Typhoo building. Typhoo 
Wharf is opened up, with moored canal 
boats, accessible public space, seating and 
trees. Digbeth’s front door from Curzon 
Street Station, by foot, taxi, on bike and 
by tram. A range of building scales could 
be appropriate, given the scale of the HS2 
station and proximity to the city centre. 
Proposals take account of the existing value 
of dominant buildings and townscape 
features such as the Typhoo building, 
maintaining an appropriate balance. Direct 
sight lines, public space at the entrance and 
frontage along the south side of the station 
help forge this connection. Bordesley 
Street is a key artery connecting a number 
of character areas that will see signifi cant 
planning and investment.

Key priorities and investment
- A positive relationship with Curzon 

Station, with active frontage or well 
managed passive edges  to the southern 
boundary of the station

- Development of new buildings, including 
development of empty plots and parking 
lots, particularly on New Canal Street.

- New Canal Street public realm investment, 
to accommodate Metro extension.

- Re-use of the Typhoo building, promoting 
creative, or tech institution, or co-working 
hub and other appropriate uses.

- Opening up of Typhoo Wharf as publicly 
accessible space.
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RIVER REA
Digbeth’s raison d’être, the River Rea 
has been largely hidden from view in 
a culverted concrete channel. Through 
revealing the river in key places, we can 
invite people to step down to pockets of 
green ecology at the water’s edge and 
celebrate this historic feature.  Compact 
and densely packed new and historic 
workspaces and homes are connected with 
a network of yard spaces and the River Rea 
running through its centre. Linear routes 
along the edges of the river and bridges 
across it will create moments of discovery, 
where maker’s spaces and restaurants can 
spill out.

Key priorities and investment
- Public realm investment at key points along 

the River Rea; a pocket park focused around 
the confl uence with Bordesley Viaduct.

- Extend Bordesley Street around Rea 
Studios to create a better connection to 
River Street and Floodgate Street.

- Invest in the junctions and pedestrian 
crossings where River Street and Little Ann 
Street cross Floodgate Street, for example 
with raised crossings.

- Encourage and enhance the river’s 
ecological value, with introduction of 
planting terraces for example.

- Reactivation and refurbishment of 
existing  buildings with active frontages 
onto key streets, particularly where 
Fazeley Studios addresses River Street.
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HIGH STREET 
DERITEND
Digbeth’s High Street, its most visible 
facade and its connection with Birmingham 
Coach Station, Southside and Highgate. The 
extended tram will run through here, and the 
environment for pedestrians and cyclists will 
be improved, integrating Digbeth’s streets 
north and south of the High Street.

Key priorities and investment

- Public realm investment to increase the 
number of and improve the pedestrian 
crossings connecting to south Digbeth

- Accommodation of the Metro extension 
with supporting public realm works

- Opening up entrances to Digbeth at 
Meriden Street, Oxford Street, Floodgate 
Street and Heath Mill Lane
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VIADUCT 
TRIANGLE
The creative and industrious heart of Digbeth 
is framed by the Bordesley Viaduct and the 
Duddeston Viaduct. An elevated linear park 
on the old Duddeston Viaduct will allow 
for a green spine of nature and tranquillity 
in the heart of Digbeth. Art and sculpture 
with feature lighting will act as wayfi nding 
markers will create a safe environment 
by night. Adjacent buildings can playfully 
interact with the viaduct with bridge links and 
spaces underneath. At street level, the area 
is intensifi ed with a mixture of workspaces, 
cultural uses and homes within both historic 
and new buildings. Considered routes and 
spaces will be introduced within the blocks, to 
discover views towards the viaducts and other 
heritage buildings.

Key priorities and investment
- Revitalisation of the Duddeston Viaduct into 

a publicly accessible linear park, including its 
refurbishment, access points, activation within 
the arches and ecological enhancement.

- Reactivation and refurbishment of 
existing  buildings with active frontages onto 
key streets, particularly on Floodgate Street

- Development of new buildings, including 
development of empty plots and parking 
lots, particularly on Lower Trinity Street.

- Public realm investment to improve lighting 
and pedestrian crossings that promotes 
cycling and walking within Digbeth. 
Floodgate Street to be promoted as a major 
route for pedestrians and cyclists.
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CANALSIDE
Digbeth’s blue-green thread that connects and 
interweaves the other character areas within 
the neighbourhood. The canalside provides a 
home for fl ora and fauna and a good quality 
walking and cycling routes both into the city 
centre and outwards along the tow path. 
Some sections of the canal will have active 
frontage and waterside seating, others will 
remain natural. Improved cycle link facilities 
and fl oor level lighting will support better use 
of the towpaths without impacting on wildlife.

A cluster of listed historic buildings and 
structures near the lock are to be enhanced 
and celebrated within the Warwick Bar area.

Key priorities and investment
- Enhance access to the canal corridor, creating 

spaces through new development and 
generating greater footfall along blue routes.

- Heritage funded investment in Warwick Bar 
with canalside open space.

- Engage with Canal and River Trust to identify 
key interventions and potential funding 
opportunities to deliver infrastructure.

- Ground level lighting and new signage on 
canal towpaths for walking and cycling routes

- New footbridges connecting through to 
Fazeley Street and Banbury Street.

- Creative lighting along the Digbeth Branch 
Canal beneath the New Street rail lines.

- A high quality, canalside residential led 
scheme is to be promoted at New Bond Street.
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PLATEAUS
A new landscape-led residential and mixed 
use neighbourhood, which has direct 
relationships with the surrounding waterways 
of the Digbeth Branch Canal and River Rea. A 
green environment with a mix of homes for 
diff erent ages, lifestyles an d budgets. Taller 
buildings would be appropriate here as part of 
a range of scales, taking account of the large 
scale Curzon Station to the north.

A new pedestrian bridge over the canal, 
connection onto Floodgate Street will better 
integrate the Plateaus with its surrounding 
neighbourhoods. There could also be an access 
point to the Duddeston Viaduct ‘high line’ in 
this area.

Key priorities and investment
- Landscape-led approach to delivering mixed 

use and residential development.
- Linear park alongside the River Rea.
- Green ribbon of open space alongside Grand 

Union Canal.
- Investment in the River Rea corridor to maximise 

potential amenity use and biodiversity.
- Improved access point to/from Fazeley Street.
- Improved access point to/from Montague 

Street.
- Potential access to Duddeston Viaduct 

elevated park.
- Early engagement with the Environment 

Agency to understand fl ood risk and 
implications for development proposals.
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ADDERLEY STREET
This new residential neighbourhood will 
benefi t from access to the metrolink stop at 
Adderley Street, the high street, the canal 
and the Duddeston Viaduct Park. Large plots 
with informal lanes allow for courtyards, 
podium gardens and a variety of building 
heights. Routes connecting to the viaduct 
are accentuated by sculptural lifts and stairs 
that allow access to the viaduct park. As 
the comparatively quieter side of Digbeth, 
community spaces make up street frontages, 
including cafés and supermarkets at key 
corners near the metro, canal and viaduct.

Key priorities and investment
- Integration of the Metro extension with 
supporting public realm works, such as 
pedestrian crossings to and from the new 
Adderley Street metro stop.
- Invest in the creation of publicly accessible 
open space on the elevated intersection 
between Bordesley Viaduct and Duddeston 
Viaduct, with improved access off  Upper 
Trinity Street.
- Intensifi cation of use and activity within 
existing and new buildings, including 
new homes, workspace and supporting 
community and convenience within ground 
fl oors and key corners, such as near the 
future metro stop.
- Development of new buildings, including 
development of empty plots and parking 
lots, particularly on Liverpool Street, Allcock 
Street and Adderley Street.
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For further information please 
feel free to make contact with  
landowner representations listed 
below:

Oval Real Estate
The Custard Factory,
Gibb Street,
Birmingham
B9 4AA
0207 629 1656

Stoford
26-28 Ludgate Hill, 
Birmingham 
B3 1DX
0121 234 6699

info@digbethvision.com

Homes England
5 St Philip’s Place, 
Colmore Row, 
Birmingham
B3 2PW
0300 123 4500

Savills
55 Colmore Row, 
Birmingham 
B3 2AA
0121 200 4500





Gooch 
Estate


